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Lawrence 
A clever young merchant. Traveling in 
search of Holo’s homeland of Yoitsu. 


Holo 


Lawrence’s 
traveling 
companion, a 
beautiful girl. 
Her true form 
is that of the 
wolf-god of 
the harvest. 


Col 


A boy saved by Lawrence at the river 
checkpoint. A naive but clever lad. 


Eve 
A mysterious 
merchant 


woman. 
Normally 
hides her face 
and dresses 
like a man. 


Kieman 

The Kerube branch chief 

of the trade guild that counts 
Lawrence as one of its members. 
A cool-headed, canny 
businessman. 


Map Illustration: Hidetada Idemitsu 


Introduction 
Inj search) of the) forest) of/ Yoitsu,, Holo’s) homeland} 
Vawrence) and| Holo) continue) their) travels. Avoiding) an 
instable) situation’ in| the town! of! Wenos, they proceed 
downriver toward the port town of Kerube: Along the way, 
they hear from a boatman about a forbidden book that tells 
of how to strip-mine a mountain bare. Lawrence and Holo 
decide to seek out the text to protect Yoitsu. Setting out to 
gather information in Kerube, Lawrence is approached 
by a certain merchant at the inn, and ) 
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KRAFT? OR 
LAWRENCE? 


BUSINESS, 
I USE 
LAWRENCE. 


\ RATHER 


TALKATIVE. / 


PLANNED 
TO HIDE 
IT, IFT 
COULD... 


[ ano quite Yi 
| courtéous, 
IF 1 00 Say | | 
SO MYSELF. | 


= I AN 
Ta iM STARTING TO C 
, 


MIGHT T 


MERCHANTS Zz : \ ASK WHY 
DON'T GET Z ai} \\ YOU'VE 
THoucuH INFATUATED | / <a = CHOSEN ME 
you're $0 EASILY. Lr FOR THIS : 
NOT BAD- solT’s | s ani PARTICULAR 
= HONOR? = / 


LOOKING. NOT THAT. 


\Y YOU HAVE 
THE BOY 
TOO, BUT I'M 
GUESSING 
HE'S A 
RECENT 
ADDITION? 


AH, THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES 
AROUND MY 
COMPANION 
ARE RATHER 
COMPLICATED... 


I'VE NO 
INTENTION 


OF PRYING. 


THE 
IMPORTANT 
THING...IS 
THAT OLD 
MAN AROLD 
LIKES YOU. 


THAT 
AND YOUR 
CHARMING 
TRAVELING 
COMPANION. 


ACCUSTOMED 
TO TRAVEL 
AND AREN'T 
CONNECTED 
BY MONEY. 


Nil CAL ITA | 
THOUGHT = IN COINCIDENCE. | INN/ (7 


Gl 
IT'D BE ODD | \ 
A w\ is DX 
; : | =i] SS é Y ) 


FIGURED 
I'D TRY 
DROPPING 


MIGHT I 
INQUIRE AS 


I HEARD 


THAT THE 
JEAN COMPANY] 
KNOWS THE of 
NORTHLANDS Gj 
WELL, y4 


{/ sot 
THOUGHT 
I'D ASK 


I HEARD 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT THEM 


IF THEY NO 
SEE A FACE MATTER HOW 
THEY DON'T PROSPEROUS i 
RECOGNIZE, THEY MAY BE,| [j-7?%; 
THEY'LL TURN THey STILL |? 
HANDLE 
MONEY, 


RIGHT... 

I THINK THEY’RE \ 
CALLED THE DEBAU 
COMPANY. THEY'VE 
GOT A TIGHT HOLD 

ON THE MINING 
INTERESTS 
AROUND LESKO, 
SO THEY'RE 
IN A FINE 
POSITION. 


THEY'RE 
LOOKING 
FOR A BOOK 
IWAS_ WITH A HUGE 
THINKING REWARD ON 
I'D USE IT, THOUGH. 
THAT 
ANGLE. 


I 0EAL 
WITH THE 
JEAN 
COMPANY 
FROM TIME |... 

TO TIME. 


AREN'T 
YOU A 
FUNNY 

FELLOW? {i 


A 
TRAVELING 
MERCHANT 
CALLING ON 
A COMPANY 


IT’S SO 
SUSPICIOUS 
THAT IT'S 


q YY 
IN 
 werre you 

OF IN: 


“COULD NeTEAD 


I Pu 
OF ASKING 
ANOTHER YOU YOUR 


QUESTION 
TO YOU? BUSINESS... 


AlL I ASK 
1S THAT YOU 
CHAT WITH 
ME. 


WHAT? 
IT’S NO LIE. 


I CAN TALK TO 
WITHOUT HIDING 
THE FACT THAT 


LUMIONE? 


MERCHANT, 
AFTER ALL. 


WOMAN YOUR 
COMPANION 
Is... 


THINK THAT ss \ A SULKY 


WILL BE A NZ 
WILL BE A \ COMPANION 


TM 


NORMALLY ‘ogi 


WANDERING 
AROUND 
THE DELTA 
MARKETPLACE, 


__ <p E”” G 


INDEED, 
THAT'D BE 
YW A TERRIBLE 
4, TURN OF 


a TM 
AFRAID YOU 
MAY HAVE 
WASTED 
THE TRIP. 


BUSINEss | 
AS BAD AS 
ALL THAT? 


TERRIBLE 
HERE! 


IT’S THE 
WORST! 


+e WITH 
TWO LUMPS 
IN TOW’ 


S. 5 
WT! 
lO 


SHE MAY DO 
BUSINESS ALL 
ALONE WITHOUT 
SO MUCH AS 
HANGING UP A 


a 
Z WIDE A NET AS 
LS HE DOES... 


BY ly! 
a i - Ne 


THE TROUBLE > 
OF COMING WR 
HERE BY WAY KX?” \\ 


WELCOME, 
KRAFT 


LAWRENCE, |/ 


+- THEY'RE ALSO 
WORRIED ABOLIT 
| THE EFFECT THAT 
ITS DISCOVERY 
MIGHT HAVE. 


.APTER THIS... 


I WON'T LIE 


TO ANYONE 


WHICH MEANS T 
RESPECT ANYONE 
SHE TRUSTS— 
YOU, FOR ONE, 

FT 


LAWRENCE. 


CUSTOMER, 
YOU MEAN 
THE DEBAU 
COMPANY? 


(LD 


ae 
—e 


a 
aoa APOLOGIZE 
FOR 


SS 


NOTICE HOW 
LONG-WINDED 
I’M BEING. 


THE DEBAU 

j COMPANY IS 

Ws A POWERFUL 
oy you KNOW, i J NOY, ONE, AND EVEN 
HEY'RE BENT \ J NOW CONTROLS 
ON LEVELING j x S MOST OF THE 

THE MOUNTAINS SW Aw 7) \ \ )\ ROAM RIVER 

AND MINING THE (&% / Y \ 


REGION. 


IN 
f BUSINESS, 

THE RIVER, alta THERE 

WHATEVER ARE OFTEN 


COMPANY SITS 
AT THE BOTTOM 
OF THE RIVER 
OVER WHICH THE 
GREAT SPIRIT OF 
ROAM RULES. 


is sust My \ 
OWN GUESS, BUT EME Mey 
I BELIEVE THE were. | ANYWAY, 
TOME WAS STORED we/ IT TURNED 
IN THE ABBEY AT ehe| INTO QUITE A 
AQUENT BUT eek. | COMMOTION. 


THE 
INFORMATION 
I HAVE ON 
THE MATTER 


THERE WAS 
A GREAT 
FIRE IN 
AQUENT 
FOUR OR 
FIVE YEARS 


ANY OF THE 
LETTERS 
RELATING TO 
AQUENT? 


THE ONLY 
THING MORE 
IMPORTANT TO 
A MERCHANT 


THAN LIFE 
ITSELF IS 
INFORMATION. 


\ 
\ 
| 


ih 


YIELDS NO 
BENEFIT 
TO MR. 

REYNOLDS, 


YOU'VE GOT 
BECOME MY l YOURSELF 


APPRENTICE, up A FINE 
I'LL SHOW J APPRENTICE 


YOU AS MANY THERE, MR. 
LETTERS AS ‘ LAWRENCE. 
YOU LIKE. 


UNFOR- 
TUNATELY, 
ili THAT WON'T BE 
¥ POSSIBLE, MR. 
HE'S NOT MY {J REYNOLDS. 
APPRENTICE. 
HE'S A FUTURE 
SCHOLAR OF 
IFT SAID CHURCH 
HE WAS MY —_LAW. 
APPRENTICE, 
I'D NEVER BE 
ABLE TOPASS C7 
THROUGH 
THE GATES 
OF HEAVEN. 


WOULD PUT 
HER TRUST IN 
YOU IF YOU'RE 

TRAVELING 

WITH SUCH 

}\, A TALENTED 
YOUNGSTER. 


a7 a 
ae Law) Mh 


N 


Ai) 


IT'LL BI 


L BE 
MIDDAY SOON. 
SHALL WE ALL 
TAKE A MEAL IN 

CELEBRATION 


OF OUR 
MEETING? 


\ Ev \ 1 
Me -. yA 
ie s) 
} Al 
A Li AXNP 
in Sees 
\ Ce a 
7 } Z YOU LOOK Z| > 
\ TROUBLED. /\ | ’ 
| fA 
> 7 inn 
4 Qs 
Y, 


gs 7 a 
W HE TOLD Us X 


f 
EVERYTHING 
A LOT MORE 

EASILY 
HAN I WAS 


qT 
EXPECTING. : 


f; 

try 10 \¢ 
HIDE MORE L 
FROM US. 


BIG STEP 


e INQ 
FORWARD, 


SINCE WE 
LEARNED WHAT 
WE NEEDED TO 

KNOW SO EASILY, 
IT LOOKS LIKE 
WE WON'T NEED 
TO USE OUR 
TRUMP CARD. 


FIFTY-EIGHT 
BOXES PACKED 
WITH COPPER COINS 
COMING DOWN THE 


RIVER HAD BECOME 
SIXTY BOXES ON 
</ Z \s D THEIR WAY TO 
THERE'S A \\_ 7g ps 4 THE KINGDOM 
GOOD CHANCE Y d OF WINFIEL. 
| THAT THE JEAN ; 


—I STILL 
CAN'T QUITE 
EXPLAIN IT 

iT 


+ ABOUT ALL 

WE CAN DO NOW 
IS GATHER ‘THEN, 

INFORMATION AS FAR 
WITHOUT AS THIS 
DRAWING ALL 
SUSPICION. GOES... 


WELL, IF 
YOU THERE’S NO 
CAN Just REASON TO 


TELL ME ONCE USE IT... 
OUR JOURNEY'S 
OVER, BY WAY 

OF THANKS. 


— THAT'S BECAUSE 
IT WOULD BE BAD IF 
SOMEONE FOUND OUT 
WE WERE HUNTING 
DOWN THE BOOK IN 
EARNEST...RIGHT? 


THEY'LL = gg | 
START TO we ve 
WONDER SEARCHING 
ISCOVERED ge G00 
D D is 
SOME KIND SERIOUSLY 


THE 

NZ ..MAY WELL _REASON 

BE BECAUSE REYNOLDS 

He's ALREADY TOLD 

THOUGHT THE US SO 

WHOLE THING MUCH... 

THROUGH AND 

COME TO HIS 

OWN CONCLU- 

SIONS. 


WE'RE UP 
WELL, AGAINST A 
DOUBTLESS MERCHANT. 


IF ONE 
16 0 HIDE 
SOMETHING 

WHEN BEING HARD 


IT's 
NOT 


HIDING 
ONE’S EARS 
WITHOUT 
HIDING ONE'S 
TAIL, EH? 


aN he 


WHAT HE 
WAS HIDING 


PARTING, HE 
GAVE YOU QUITE 
THE FIERCE 
HANDSHAKE, 
DID HE 
NOT? 


ME TO GIVE HIS 
REGARDS TO 
EVE BOLAN, HE 
MEANT EITHER 
HER BLISINESS 
SKILL OR HER 


CONNECTIONS 


=> IF THERE IS 
NO NEED TO GO 
STRAIGHT BACK 
TO THAT VIXEN'S 
BURROW, 
THEN I'VE 
A PLACE I'D 
LIKE TO GO. 


WELL, 
I SUPPOSE 
WE HAVEN'T 
THANKED COL 
FOR THAT 
SALVE YET, 


THINKING 
ABOUT YOU, 
AS WELL! 
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Whar 
4 mee |e — 
A, WA 
ON 
4 y I THOUGHT 
re W FOR SURE 
yYou'D 
HEADED To 
THE SOUTH 
SIDE... 3 
po i 
. BUT MAYBE ZA) 
SIGHTSEEING 
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lf i] = 
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ARE THEY 
MERCHANTS? 


KY tHey're Not 
Y INVOLVED 


THEY'RE 
FROM THE 
NORTH SIDE 
\ OF TOWN. 
\\ 


IS TODAY 
A FESTIVAL 


DAY OR 
SOMETHING? 


I HAVE BEEN TO 
TOWNS WHERE 
THEY'RE LIKE 

THIS THROUGH 
AND THROUGH. 


AS 


SAID I RECALL, 


«YOU 


\ | 

= \ 5 
malta 

s—/ EBS 

fe <A) 

) Zi = 


ae i| 


“<i a = J Dy 
i, SESW fF 
BES, : Z 
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wfzet 


THERE'S A 
SPRING? 


PET 
Ce 


prosaBly \ > a TUNG A A HAVEN 
AROUNG. THEN Df \ prince Bur FOR BIRDS 
Taee Ie QA \ OVER IT. i 
Brivce came | IN 
To Be caLLeD 


oe THE A 
DECISIONS oF MEETING, 
THE MEETING EH...? IF 

UST Bi THEY! 

RATHER 


anh 


\\ 


— SHALL I LOOK 
ONLY AT YOU 
FROM NOW 


SHE'D LIKE 
YOU TO GO 
WITH HER. 


IT'S TRUE 
THAT SHE'S 
ANGRY WITH 

ME. BUT 


THE PART 
WHERE SHE'S 
QUARRELING 


ww, y 
, pita) \ 


SHOULD BE 
MORE THAN 
ENOUGH FOR 
ALL THE FOOD 

AND DRINK 


MYT ¢ 
\ 
V7, PW ARG 
THEN, 
Shh 
Looe, 
AROUND? 
7 
5 fi 
5) 
heap N S 


IT 18 ) 
SOMETHING 
wol 


/ ft Z Z ZS Cs . f 
i Z aa RTH =f, 
aT \ SEEING... =| f 4 
Np fh fr \ 


HEY, DID you 
SEE? ISN'T SHE 
THAT ERSTWHILE 
N7ROM THE 
TO THE NORTH 
SIDE REPRE- ars 
SENTATIVE J 
POSITION, 
RIGHT? 


| 
ITLL BE 

INTERESTING 

TO SEE HOW 


SHE'LL GET 
OUT OF THE 


a 


i 
hy 


OH, SHE'S 
GONNA DO IT!? 
THE EAST SIDE 
OF THE SPRING, 
RIGHT? A FRIEND 

OF MINE JUST 

BOUGHT A 

BUILDING 


Is 


4 


; 


HEY, THE 
MEETING’S 
STARTING. 


Vi\) \ is EBLE 

if | 
less OA Mt 
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a 
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SS 
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THE CHANGE 


FROM THE 
\ | COIN YOU GAVE 
ME WILL BE 


ENOUGH TO 


r 
salt MADE WASN'T 
ME REALIZE A FARCE, 
THINGS ARE EXACTLY, ji\r) 
DIFFICULT BUT... 
EVERY- 


) 
) 

| | 

(| 

w= 


7] A MEETING'S 
7 ‘CONCLUSION 
| — ALWays 


| THINK? 
\\ 


LIKE THAT... 
BUT THEY'VE 
NTRUSTED 
THEIR UNDER- 
THE-TABLE 
DEALINGS TO 


PD 


e Aull ie 


i 
LN 


I'M 
WONDERING 
WHY You'D 
BOTHER IDLING 
AROUND ON 
A BOAT WITH 
WS ME, THEN. 


I WAS 
RIGHT TO 
SPOT YOU 


AND CALL 
YOU OVER. 


MELANCHOLY 
ABOUT HAVING 
BEEN SUMMONED 
BY THAT LOT. 


SHALL WE 
CONTINUE 
THIS ON THE 
WAY TO THE 
PIER? IT'LL 
BE CLOSING 
SOON. 


TRAVELING 
MERCHANTS 
CAN HANDLE 


MELANCHOLY 
YOU MENTIONED— 
WAS IT BECAUSE 
IT WON'T MAKE 


I PLAYED 
WITH FIRE 
IN THE LAST 
TOWN I WAS 
IN, $0 IT WAS 
A RELIEF 
THAT 
MEETING was TO ARRIVE 
AN OBLIGATION 
THAT ALLOWED 
ME TO BREATHE 
ALITTLE 
EASIER... 


TO THOSE IN 

THE MEETING, 

I’M SORT OF 
SOMETHING A MERCENARY. 
ESSENTIALLY /A 


Wy» MPossiele. 


oN 


naw 


KNOW THE 
STORY BEHIND 
THIS MARKET- 

PLACE? 


i 
i 
) 


( 
ip y ( 


SCORES OF 
YEARS AGO, 
A GROUP OF 
‘ie maacer- MERCHANTS 
PLACE Because FROM THE 
, THEY WANTED SOUTH... 
. } A PLACE TO 
OF COURSE, Tae td TRADE WITH 
THE MERCHANTS a, THE NORTH. 
WANTED To Buy UP VV tien tht ah 
THE DELTA AND BUILD 
THE MARKETPLACE 
THERE THEMSELVES, 
AND THEY TOLD 
THE NORTHERN 
LANDOWNERS 
AS MUCH. 


SO THEY THEY SOLD 

BRAGGED THE LAND, 

THEY WOULD IT WOULD 

| CONSTRUCT BE A HUGE 
\ THEIROWN LOSS. 


IF IT DROVE 
THEM INTO 


THE MEN AT Yq 
THE MEETING 
ARE THE 
SONS OF THE 
ONES WHO 
BORROWED 
THE MONEY 
AND THOSE 
WHo LeNT 
IT. 


THE LAND- 
OWNERS 
WERE A 

LITTLE 

SHORT ON 

WISDOM. 


IN 
EXCHANGE 
FOR NOT 
LOSING THE 
LAND AND 


RECEIVING 
EXORBITANT 
"OR 


+ THEY WIND ITS USE... 
EQUIVALENT 
AMOUNT OF 
INTEREST TO 

THE SOUTHERN 
MERCHANTS. 


THE 
ANSWER IS 
SIMPLE. 


YOU SAW 


REYNOLDS'S 
PLA 


-BUT EVEN 
A PLACE THAT 
DEALS ONLY 
IN COPPER 
EXPORTS HAS 4 \\\E 
ITS PROFIT | |i | \ AT LEAST BE 
SWALLOWED \) A LITTLE MORE 
uP BY THE z =z a CIRCUMSPECT 
ABOUT IT! 


POWERS 
THAT BE. 


I MUSTN'T 
GET YOU 
INVOLVED 

IN ANY 


TROUBLE... 
I'LL TAKE A 
DIFFERENT 


O(° THEY DION'T BOAT- 

ENOUPAT MAN'S 

THE INN. REST 

IGUESS HOUSE, 
HOLO'’S F 


we've BUT \| 

USED THE 
SILVER 

COIN YOU 


Wei, A WHOL 

J] rut wave — TRENNI 
TO EXPLAIN ON WINE 
WITHOUT 


f HONESTLY... 
\ DON'T DRIVE 
HIM TOO 


7\ HARD NOW. 


MORE ABOUT |= 
THAT VIXEN'S 
CIRCLIM- 
STANCES? 


YOU'RE A 
CENTURY TOO 
YOUNG TO TRY aa 
LYING TO ME. [7 | | 


IF 
"TWAS TALK 
OF MONEY 
THAT WAS 
NONE OF YOUR 
pur od CONCERN, YOU 
mE HAVE BEEN 
IP 
WONDER? pen 
YOUR TAIL IN 
DELIGHT. 


«EVE WAS 
THERE AT THE 
MEETING OF 
THE LOCAL 
LEADERS AT 
THE SPRING. 


THE NORTH 
SIDE IS USING 
HER AS A 
SCAPEGOAT... 


LIKE HER CAN 
BE TREATED 
| LIKE THAT... 


LISTENING 
TO YOU TALK 
MADE ME 
MAD ENOUGH 
FOR TWO. 


«BY YOUR 


REASONING, : BUT NOW 
I'M A PATHETIC F LOOKING AT 
FOOL FOR \\ z YOUR FACE, 
BEING YOUR \\ I'M THRICE 


SE 
DE: 


-CONDLY, 
‘SPAIRING 
AT SUCH 


A FOOLISH 


NOTION? J 


YOU SPEAK 
OF SUCH 
WEAKNESS, 
AND YET... 


BUT IF T LOOKED AS 


THOUGH I COUILDN 
CONTINUE ON ALONE, 
YOU'D RAIL AT ME 
WITHOUT MERCY, 

WOULD YOU NOT? 


WHENEVER 
I DECIDE 
SOMETHING, 
I'LL CONSULT 
WITH YOU. 


She 
SF 


M 
ANH 


EVEN WHEN 
CONFESSING 


f I'M 
CONSTANTLY 
LOOKING 
OVER MY 
SHOULDER, 
TERRIFIED. 


THINK IT'S 
STRANGE? 


AT 
SOME POINT, 
I SEEM TO 
HAVE BECOME 
THE ONE WHO 


‘TISMY 
PARTICULAR 

PRIVILEGE, 
THAT IS 


ook DESPITE 
HATE THAT UR 
THINGS ARE 


SO 


MY 
FEELINGS 
ARE AN 
OFFERING? | 


FROM 
SHOPPING. 


— r} nai 
a 


7 _IT APPEARS \_ 
THE NORTHERN \ 
MERCHANTS ARE \ 
BEING SQUEEZED 
BY THE SOUTHERN 
LANDOWNERS, SO 
THEY'RE KEEN 
TO FIND SOME 
WAY TO BRING IN 
A HUGE LUMP 
OF MONEY TO 
ESCAPE. 


™~ jz ap 
SO THAT HS 


GIVING ME 
ALETTER 
TO SHOW TO 
THE JEAN 
COMPANY WAS 
PROBABLY 
PART OF HER 


TO USE YOU 
TO GET THE 
BEST OF MR. 
REYNOLDS, 


REYNOLDS 
THINKS, SO 
HE'LL BE ON 


BECAUSE 
NO ONE IN 
) THAT VIXEN’'S ¥ 
EMPLOY WOULD 
JUST COME 
OUT AND SAY 
SOMETHING 
SO NAIVE. 


THERE'S NO 
QUESTION THAT 
REYNOLDS 
THOUGHT WE 
WERE LITTLE 
LOST LAMBS 
BEING USED 


LIKEWISE, 
HE'S THINKING 
TO USE US 
TO GET THE 


THOUGH. ) 
T re ( 


IF WE CAN, 
We'LL GET 
THE BEST 
OF THEM 


mi 


aa i 
Ni a UULIE = led 


SS ee 
—=!> 


> SS 
| Tm 


SS a gallon 


COL WOULD POSE 
AS A TRAVELING 
BEGGAR AND 
HEAD TO THE 
NORTH SIDE TO | 
FIND OUT WHAT 


UR MPS 


«SHE WOULD 
INFLUENCE AND 
IN THE UPPER NORTH, 
REGIONS OF oS 
THE ROEF AND 
ij) ROAM RIVERS, 
‘| NOT TO MENTION 
THE FOREST OF 
YOITSU WHILE 
SHE WAS AT IT. 


SAID, BUT 
I HAVE TO 


A ADMIT I'M 


UNEASY... 


I WAS JUST 
WORRIED ABOUT 
WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN 
IF THE CHURCH 
WERE TO SOMEHOW 
DISCOVER YOUR 


AND I'0 HEAD 
70 THE ROWEN 
TRADE GUILD 
BRANCH IN THE 


TO SEE HOW THE 
JEAN COMPANY'S 
BUSINESS ANDO 
THE BOOK WERE 
CONNECTED. 


$0 'NIS WELL 
AND G002 FOR 
THE BOY COL 70 
GO OFF ON HIS: 


OWN, BUT YOU 
HAVEN'T THE 
CONVICTION TO 
LET ME ALONE? 


20 You 
THINK I'LL GO 
ON A DRUNKEN 
RAMPAGE 
THROUGH THE 
SANCTUARY? 


I HAVEN'T THE 
FAINTEST NOTION 
WHY IT'S ME YOU 


WON'T LET GO 
ALONE IN THIS. 
SITUATION, 


YOU'RE 
THE GENERAL 
AWAITING OUR 
REPORTS, ARE 

YOU NOT? 


EASIER OUR 
REINS WILL 
BE TO HOLD! 


ACTUALLY 
LIKE IT WHEN 
I COMPLIMENT 


— GUESS 
I BETTER 
JUST VO 
MY BEST. 


IF $0, 
YOU'VE MUCH 
70 LEARN 
ABOUT USING 
OTHERS! 


AND YET YOU 


DARE TO TAKE 


YOU WISH TO 
HAVE A SHOP 
OF YOUR OWN 
ONE DAY, 00 
YOU NOT? 


KERUBE HAD 
CHURCHES 
ONLY ON 
THE DELTA 
AN? THE 
SOUTH SIDE. 


TENDED TO COME pines 
UP FROM THE 4 
IND 


— BUT NOW IT 
WAS THE DELTA 
THAT WAS 
BUSIEST WITH 
THE COMINGS 


Y RSX POs 
\ \\ SS 
\ \ XY \ 


Z WAS PAYING 
ATTENTION 


7 
Aetna Ie WHERE THE STING 


FROM 2 
A a ee 
THE LANDOWNERS y TRANSPARENT 
OF THE NORTH 7 ps 
SIDE ARE SO NS INVERSATION.. 


MANY FISH, 
FLOPPING 


WOULD BE 
TRUE...IF OUR 
OPPONENTS 
WERE ONLY 
THE LAND- 
OWNERS. 


IMPENETRABLE 
DISPLAY, 
EVEN FORA 


|\ TRAVELING 


MERCHANT... 


| be! a 


WITH A CERTAIN 
WOMAN HEAD 
OF THE BOLAN 
; HOUSE AT THE VW] 
MISUNDER- p PIER, DID YOU ZS) 


STANDING. NOT? ¥ 


I MERELY 
HAPPEN TO 
BE STAYING 


HEAD OF Mey 
THE BOLAN WS 

HOUSE... SO FAR... 

TS SHE IS TERRIFYING 
NoiLityz . EVE THOUGH 


IT IS. 


TRAVELING 
MERCHANT, 
I'M 


sO 
OBVIOUSLY 
NOT HER 

DANCE 
PARTNER. 


FUR, MR. 
LAWRENCE. 


— 


C7 
Lf fi AG 
i ia Miah 


Ml MS eu 


HELMED BY 
INEXPERIENCED 
SAILORS 
ASSEMBLED 


TRAFFIC 
ON THE RIVER 
ROUTE WAS 
DELAYED 
SEVERAL 


NORMALLY, 
THE RIVER IS 
THE FASTEST 
WAY TO GET 
FURS FROM 

LENOS TO 
THE DELTA... 


THE RIVER 
WAS PACKED 


WITH LARGE 
BOATS HEADED 
DOWNRIVER. 


BUT THAT 
VIKEN TOOK 
AN OVERLAND 


GUESS WAS 
I'M SURE RoRREET 
YOU'RE AWARE 
OF THIS 
MUCH, MR. 
LAWRENCE, 


EVE WAS THE 
ONE WHO SET EL 
UP THE GOAT =& 
RUNNING 
AGROLUND 
woe? 


I SEE... 
SO YOU REALLY 
DON'T KNOW, 


Oo = 
WW G 
BOLAN MADE \ 
\\ 


\ \ 
A HUGE \\ \ 
IMPRESSIVE ||, 
ABiLities. //{\ | H PROFIT. Oo \ 
j vy, aw 


SS 
R 


y eEXTREMELY wal 
IMPORTANT HAT, HERE, 
AT THE IN THIS 
MOMENT, AND TOWN... 
WE'RE IN A 


VERY DELICATE 
} POSITION. 


USING HER 


STATUS AS 


ae FORMER 
SECRETLY 
COOPERATE NOBILITY... 
WITH THE 
TOWN 
HEADMEN 
FOR PROFIT. 


TO 


7 PROBABLY 
THE ONLY ONE 


INTERESTED 
PARTIES. 


KNOWS WHAT 

THE IMPACT 

OF MAKING A 

SINGLE MISTAKE 

IN THEIR 
DEALINGS 
WITH HER 
MIGHT BE. 


wee THAT WELL, MR. 
YOU'RE NOT LAWRENCE, 
INVOLVED I'VE 
WITH HER CONFIRMED 
IN DOING ons 
BUSINESS 


ASA 
GUILD, WE ARE 
7 AS CAREFUL IN 
IT'S A BIT . DEALING WITH 
DISAPPOINTING, | \ HER AS WE ARE 
BUT AT THE / IN DEALING WITH 
SAME TIME, THE NORTH 
I'M RELIEVED. : tg AND SOUTH OF 
a = \ THIS TOWN. 


I SUPPOSE 
YOU'RE HOPING 
TO USE MISS 
- EVE'S CONTACTS 
aie i onan 
WITH HER. { = 


ERE IN THIS TOWN, 
THERE ARE MANY 
WHO WISH TO DEAL 
WITH EVE BOLAN, 
BUT SHE'S UTTERLY 
UNAPPROACHABLE. 


T’'M SURE AS N 
ANYONE WHO D\\ 
CAN GET A oe ‘ 
FAVORABLE 


SHE 
INGRATIATED 
HERSELF WITH 
THE HEADMEN, 
USED THEM, 
PROFITED... 


— AND ONLY 
NOW AMT 
IT WAS STARTING TO 
NONE OTHER UNDERSTAND 

THAN EVE WHO WHY. 
WAS CLASHING 
WITH THE 
SOUTH SIDE'S 
COIN PURSE 
MERCENARIES 

AT THE 
“SPRING OF 
GOLD,” 
RIGHT? 


Is 


CONE TO 
THINK OF IT 
NOW, I'M NOT 
CERTAIN WHAT 
SHE HAD IN 
MIND, BUT I'M 
A TRAVELING 
MERCHANT, 
FIRST AND 
FOREMOST. 


Ce 
PERHAPS 


SHE THOUGHT 
SHE COULD 
USE ME BY 
GIVING ME 

A BIT OF 

INFORMATION. 


ny 


Wer 
yy 


SE 
bs 
A4- BUT THE 
ia MAIN REASON 
wl TO CoLLect \ nN ; I'VE COME TO 
INFORMATION ON IAI KERUBE... 


THE “FOREST 
OF YOITSU" A ! 


Ke —— 
HK —™ 


ml) 4 


YOU'RE SUCH 
A BUSY MAN, 
MR. KIEMAN, 
I FelT I 
COULDN'T 
BOTHER YOu 
WITH THIS 


ASA 
MERCHANT, 
I PROMISED 
TO SEE MY 
COMPANION, 

WHO HAS 
FORGOTTEN 
THE WAY... 


«BACK 
TO HER 
HOME IN THE 
FOREST OF 
YoITsu. 


V3 AA N} 
y ) y 
LZ ZI. 


ANYONE WHO 
KNOWS MORE 
ABOUT THE 
ROAM RIVER 
REGION THAN 
EVE BOLAN. 


INCIDENTALLY, 
MR. LAWRENCE— THE RIGHT 
PERSON 


EVE 
y,| BOLANOR \ 
T)\ THE TRADE 
H) GuILD— 
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wee 
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4 COURSE. 


TMM 


1 fF 
|| SHOULON'T 


HAVE LET 
MY GUARD 
DOWN... 


HUMAN 
CONNECTIONS 
ARE 
LARGE ASSETS— 


BUSINESS THEY ARE 
REQUIRES CAPITAL. 


BEFITTING A 
IBER OF 
THIS GUILD. 


i= ——E 
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<< 
it seemst eb 

HAVE OTHER hii MUCH 
BUSINESS [3 


THEY MAY 
NOT HAVE 
LIVED FOR 


I UNDERSTAND : 


YOU WERE AT 
THE SPRING 
OF GOLD 


THE 
SANCTUARY E 


HAS BEEN 
RESERVED 
BY THE 
SOUTHERN 
MERCHANTS’ 
| ASSOCIATION! 


r ‘A 
\ i 
Wes, SJ INoeeo. C 


| EVERYONE 


TO LEAVE! 
WE'RE 
TERRIBLY 
SORRY! 


ST 
i cl Ze Zs 


IN SUCH AN 
UPROAR, I 
CAN HARDLY 


ACCORDING 
TO TALK IN THE 
BUTI TRADE HOUSE, A 
ASSUMED SHIP FROM THE 
IT WAS NORTH SIDE WAS 
Just BEING TOWED 
TALK OF BY A SHIP FROM 
INTERNAL A COMPANY ON 
POLITICS. 


MOST OF THE 
STORY, BUT 
WHAT COULD 
MAKE THE 
CHURCH SEND 
PEOPLE AWAY 
LIKE THAT? 


COMPANY, 
BUT TO THE 


THEY'RE 
A KIND OF 
LEGENDARY 
CREATURE. 


GIVEN THE \- \ 
CONFLICT IN 
THIS TOWN, IT 7A 
THOUGHT IT 
WAS ANOTHER 
DISPUTE OVER 
TERRITORY. 


THE FISH ARE 


YOU CAN'T 
DRAW LINES 
IN THE SEA, 
AFTER ALL. 


THE FISH 
HEAD NORTH, 
THEY FISH IN 
THE NORTH, 

AND WHEN 


|! THEM TO TOW 


IN A NORTH- 
SIDE SHIP AND 
BRING ASHORE 

SOMETHING 


S— \ THAT REQUIRED 


I WONDER IF 
THEY REALLY 
DID CATCH A 


x SOMETHING. 


PS 


AROUND ITS 
NORTHERN 

MOUTH IS A 
REEF WHERE 
THERE WERE 


OF WOMEN SIT 
ON WAVE- 
POUNDED 
ROCKS LIKE 


THE SEA \ 
IMMEDIATELY 
NEXT TO US 
IS KNOWN AS 
THE WINFIEL 

STRAIT. 


an G7 ...THAT 
WOMEN WITH 
VOICES OF 


UNEARTHLY 
BEAUTY SING 
ENCHANTED SONGS 
FROM THAT REEF, 
CAUSING SAILORS 


ISN'T IT 
BETTER TO 
STAY CAREFREE, 
RATHER THAN 
CONSTANTLY 
BEING ON 
GUARD FOR 

DECEPTIONS? 


AYE, WELL, 
WE ENJOY 
OUR WINE 
AS WELL. 


HAVE YOU 
SWORN TO 
THE GOD OF 

THE CHURCH 

NOT TO PALL 
INTO THAT 


I'M ASKING 
IF YOU HAVE 
ANYTHING 
TO HIDE. 


IF IT WAS 
SUCH AN 
UNREASON- 
ABLE DEMAND, 
WHY DION'T 
YOU SIMPLY 


COMPARED 
WITH A 
MERCHANTS! 
TRADE GUILD, 
I’M NOTHING. 


THEY ANNE 
NEMBERS 


it FAVOR THEY 
YOU MIGH’ 
MIGHT ASK 


THEY'RE 
POWERFUL 
ALLIES AND 
FEARSOME 
ENEMIES, 
KNIGHTS 
SUPPOSE 'TIS WHO WIELD 
TRUE THAT A \ THE PEN AND 
YOUNGSTER THE COIN. 
CAN HARDLY 
DISOBEY A 
VETERAN... 


a : < vA i 
Ale 


W 


THIS PAST 
AUTUMN, 
HE SAID HE 


EAT WELL AND 


THESE DAYS, 
HAD FALLEN 


: NOT THAT HE 
| ; a) WAS EVER 
To savne [Mx 4 EA 
His TABLE AN\SSY 


M\\ MUCH FOR 
WA GENEROSITY. 
\ 


THE CAN- 
CELLATION 
OF THE 
NORTHERN 
CANPAIGNS 


Nw 
Ny, 
(JY IT WAS HARD 
Z FINDING THE 
RIGHT TIME 
,\ TO LEAVE. 
ZNCN 
\ 


THEN 
MAYHAP 
THAT FEAST 

WAS MEANT I SEE... 

SO THE JEAN 
COMPANY IS AS 
WE THOUGHT 
THEY WERE. 


«REYNOLDS 
MAY WELL 


(| Be PRET 
N22 pretty 


..IF Youre \ Ee 

LOOKING FOR 
THAT VIXEN, 

SHE HASN'T 
RETURNED 


IT SEEMS 
EVE ONLY 
SECRETLY 
NEGOTIATES 
WITH THOSE 
WHO CAN MAKE 
THE GREATEST 
PROFIT IN THAT 
PARTICULAR 
MOMENT. 


HE'S A 
DANGEROUS 


PERSON TO 
CONTACT... 
WITH THE CLAIM 
THAT YOU'LL DO 
ANYTHING AS 
LONG AS IT 
EXPANDS YOUR 
= BUSINESS. _ 4 


50... 
REYNOLDS 
KNOWS WHERE 
THE BOOK |S BUT 
HAS NO WAY TO 
NEGOTIATE 
WITH ITS 
KEEPER. 


THAT HE 
WANTS TO 
USE EVE AS 
A MIDDLEMAN... 
MAKES PERFECT 


WITH THAT 
COMPANY. 


QUESTION 
BECOMES STILL, NOW 
“WHAT CAN THAT WE'VE 
WE DO ABOUT RECOGNIZED 
IT, AND THE THE SITUA- 
ANSWER MAY TION... 
WELL BE 


a “NOT VERY 


IF 
POSSIBLE, \ yh \ 
OUR SOLUTION \\S2i 

Y SHOULD BE N 
MONEY... 


IF THAT 
JEAN COMPANY 
OR WHATEVER 

‘TIS CALLED 

IS SEEKING 

THE AID OF 
THAT VIXEN... 


«+ THEN WE 
HAVE TWO 
CHOICES. 


ONE IS THE 
MYSTERY 
OF THE 
eae” COPPER COIN 

FOUND, CRATES... 


FROM 


IF WE CAN 


SOLVE THE THE COMPANY |... 


INVOLVED 
WE CAN IS DOING 
THREATEN SOMETHING 
THEM WITH DISHONEST, 
THAT... AYE? UZ 


S 


~\ 


i 
=) 


SHOWING A 


DIFFERENCE OF \_' 


TWO CRATES 


DO WHAT 
Be YNCLNS 


MATCHMAKER 
TWIXT HIM 


|e, 


«MAKE IF WE ASK 
/ NO MISTAKE Hep WHERE 
THAT SHE'LL tHE BOOK 
INSTANTLY BE [g,.. 
D 


SEX: BIKL CIOLT) 


COL, MY 


f Av. close | 
YW YOUR EYES | 


‘\ AND COVER 
VA YOUR EARS. 


FOOL THIS 
WISEWOLF, 
AFTER 


= TELLING ME 


TO SEDLICE 
HER...? 
Z COULDN'T 


G, rossialy! © 


MisuNDeR- F 
\ STANDING. [9 


YOU, ‘TIS 
IMPOSSIBLE 
TO HIDE 
ANYTHING 
FROM ME. 


= a! DONE! 
Fill 
= ies) 
ea ( | vee ]// 
i | j) 
\y i) ff, / 
iN) did) 
| ne We 
A 


y / : \ \ 


‘TIS SO 


| 
t 
SIMPLE... \ 1 
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IF THEY WERE 
TOLD TO PACK 


HOW THEY WERE 
PACKED DURING 
EXPORT. 


TAXATION 
GOES BY 
THE NUMBER 
OF CRATES, 

D 


TRANSPORT 
FEES. 


IF You 
MEASURE THE 
DIFFERENCE 
IN THE AREA 
BETWEEN 
elT'S = : COINS... 

ABOUT ONE- 


BETWEEN 
SIXTY CRATES 
AND FIFTY- 


THE 
ONLY THING 
CHECKED 
DURING 
TRANSIT IS 
SAN WHETHER ANY 


NOBODY'S 

CHECKING 

HOW MANY 
ARE PACKED 
PER BOX... 


SPX: NYU (PINCH) 


DID THIS 
FOR YEARS, 
SURELY YOU'D 
EVENTUALLY 
MEET SOMEONE 
ELSE WHO 
KNOWS THE 


AGREE THAT 
COLISA 
BRIGHT LAD, il 
BUT THERE ARE h 
MANY BRIGHT 
PEOPLE IN 
THE WORLD. 


PARTICULAR 
NECESSARY 
TO NOTICE 


YES. ONLY 
AFTER WE 
KNOW THE 
DETAILS OF 
THE EXPORT 
AND IMPORT 
CAN WE BEGIN 
TO SUSPECT 
FOUL PLAY. 


WHO LIVES 
CAUTIOUSLY 
CAN'T INSPECT 


THIS MEANS \ 
WE'VE FOUND VG\ 
Aw We 


THAT IF THIS 
COMES TO 


| aOr~G ( BY TWO AND 
LIGHT, THE POTS 
JEAN COMPANY AX ( 5 PROFITING VIA 


BOXES SHIPPED 


PIRI T 
i NI ill REDUCING 
d / DI 
IT'S TRUE i a Tf THE NUMBER OF 


WILL EITHER Qig2@ “axes AND 
HAVE TO PAY TLS TRANSPORT 
PENALTIES Om 

OR LOSE S 

CREDIBILITY. 


APON TO 
USE IF THEY 
WERE ONLY 

CHASING 
THE BOOK 
FOR FUN. 


BUT THE 
DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN THAT 
PENALTY AND 
THE PROFIT 


z= = 
| Dez | 
} A 


V 


ay 


BESIDES, 
‘TIS BETTER 
THIS THAN 


SOMETHING 
SOLVED WITH 


THE TRADE 
OF A SINGLE 
APPLE. 


MOVE ON TO 
THE NEX— 


QUITE THE 
VIXEN... 


(ee 


Ws / Nt ., “yh 


(f 
Th 


ZA 


p hig 
ie we ft 
| as SS 


Tip 


NO LOCK, 
THOUGH. 
) 


SORRY TO 
CALL YOU 
OuT SO 

SUDDENLY. 


HONORED TO 
BE SUMMONED 
FOR A SECRET 

RENDEZVOUS 

WITH A 
BEAUTIFUL 


CHILLY TO BE A 
| COMFORTABLE, 
LIVED-IN 
HOME. 


STILL, 

I IMAGINE 
IT'S NICE AND 
COOL IN THE 
SUMMERTIME. 


I'D LOVE TO 
GET OUT. THE 


you 
WOULD 
HIDE YOUR 
WEAPONS 
OF LAST 
RESORT TOO, K 


sol 
SUPPOSE 
I WOULD. 


CERTAINLY, 
THE REASON |] 
I'M LOCKED 
UP HERE... 


sel SN'T 
BECAUSE T 
GOT MIXED 
UP IN THIS 
CONTRACT. 


Z 
F; 


1a 


—, > I aie 


IF THINGS 
GO BADLY, 
I'LL NEED 
Us MY BREAD 
REASON 

TORN INTO 

I CALLED RATE 
YOU IS, OF MALL 


SI 
areal PIECES 


TONIGHT. 


WELL, YOU 
SAW THE 
COMMOTION 
IN TOWN, 
DIDN'T 
YOU? 


7 YEG... 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT THE 

FISHERMAN'S 


~ BOATS FROM 
INDEED. \ = (A THIS SIDE OF 


IT'S AS \ \Ce é 
THOUGH GOD YAK TOWN DOCKING 


HIMSELF 
TIMED IT. 


HAPPENED 
TO RETURN NCE 


ERE I'M 
wee THE THE DELTA. 
NEWS 


RECOGNIZED, 
YOU SEE, 
SO ONCE 

THE RIOTING 

STARTED, WE 
COULDN'T 
CROSS. 


I RECKON YOU 
WERE AT THAT 
DELTA GUILD 
HOUSE RIGHT 
UP UNTIL THE 
LAST MOMENT. 


WHENEVER 
THERE'S A 
DISTURBANCE 
IN THIS TOWN, 
FERRY TRAFFIC IS 
STOPPED TO AVOID 
THE PROBLEM 
SPREADING. 


EVEN 
THOUGH OUR 
SPIES MADE IT 


GUESSED, 
THERE'S 
INFORMATION 
I NEED. 


BUT IT WAS WORTH 
PROTECTING WITH 
ARMED GUARDS, 

AND IT WAS 

WORTH BRINGING 

DIRECTLY TO THE 


MY 
COMPANION 
GOT QUITE 

CLOSE 

TO THE 

CHURCH 
EVIDENTLY. 


I GUESS IT'S 
POINTLESS 
TO ASK HOW 
SHE KNEW I 
WAS THERE... 


AFFILIATED 
WITH THIs 
SIDE WAS 
TOWED IN BY 
A SOUTH-SIDE 
VESSEL. 


GLAD YOU'RE 
NOT SOME 
STINGY-TALKING 
SMALL FRY. 


. (ii Tl 
K WO 


TELLING ME 


PASSAGE? 


«BUT YOU'RE 
ABLE TO HAVE 
A PLEASANT 
CONVERSATION 
WITH SOMEONE 
THAT MANY IN 
THIS TOWN ARE 
VERY EAGER 
TO CONNECT 


you 
DON'T HAVE 
ANY PROPER 
CONNECTIONS 
HERE... 


YOU'RE 
IN A UNIQUE 
POSITION IN 
THIS TOWN. 


CONNECTIONS 
AND INFLUENCE. | NN 
IT'LL BE A GOOD ; AND THEIR LOT THAT 

FOOTING FOR ns BELLIES ARE LOCKED 
BUSINESS. 7 4 TOOLARGE FOR ME UP IN 
THEM TO FIT HERE... 


THROUGH 
ITS PATHS. 


LZ AZZZZ. ITE | 
=A 7001 IN PLAGE WHEN PULLING GARTS, IT RESTRICTS THEIR MOVEMENT. 


Oat hinge 


HE 
mT WA LZ 
i] l WX \e 
NAN 
| \ WAN 
ye] Al 


GOT THIS 
WOUND? 


f=) 
TY & 18) 
YAIR Vi 


WHAT THE 
NORTH-SIDE 


DON'T WORRY. 
HE'S NOT SUCH 
CHEAP HELP 
THAT HE'D 
EAVESDROP 
ON ME. 


A 
NARWHAL? 
AS IN THE THEY DID 
IMMORTAL THIS TO 
TERRIFIED 
ania ME TLL GET 


HORNED SEA 
MONSTER. 


I'D HEARD 
THAT WITHOUT 
FREEZING WATER 
THEY DIE, SO 
HOW WOULD ONE 
MAKE IT THIS 
FAR SOUTH? 


THOUGH 
THIS IS 
THE FIRST 
TIME I'VE 
HEARD OF IT 
HAPPENING 


ANGRY... 


EATING ITS 
FLESH BRINGS 
LONGEVITY, AND 
ITS POWDERED 

HORN CURES 
ALL DISEASES. 


ACCORDING 
TO THE SAILORS, 
DEPENDING ON 
THE SEVERITY OF 
THE WEATHER, 
FISH AND OTHER 
CREATURES 
CAN BE DRIVEN 


THE SOUTH 
SIDE WANTS TO 
MAINTAIN THEIR 

CONTROL, SO 


THEY'LL DO 
ANYTHING TO 
STAY ON EQUAL 
FOOTING. 


THEY'LL 
STEAL 


IT, THEN 
SELL IT. 
TWO BIRDS 
WITH ONE 
STONE. 


THE NORTH THI 
SIDE BELIeves HAVE MONEY 
THEY CAN TURN TO PAY THEIR 

EVERYTHING EBTS AND 

IND. 


JO 


NN Wil 
i sotue 
[| SOUTH CAN'T 
; LET THEM 
y/ HAVE IT, 
NO MATTER FA 
Af \\|\\ THE cost. 
j pn 
ENMENTO IH}, 
} 7 


THAT'S WHY 
THEY TOOK IT TO 
THE CHURCH. TO 
AVOID HAVING IT 
TAKEN BY FORCE 

OF ARMS. 


+-,DON'T 
YOU THINK 
SOMETHING THIS 
INCREDIBLE PASSAGE... 


CONVINCE 
YOu TO 
DO IT? 


---60 I'M 
SURE YOU you've 
NOTICED THAT 


THE 
FORBIDDEN 
BOOK, 
WAs IT? 


ARE YOU 
ANGRY? 


"SS 


FOR THEIR 
FIREPLACES. 


AND 


yeTt 
HEAR THERE'S 
MORE CHARITY 
ON THIS SIDE. 


THE GUILD 
HOusE? 


SO WHY DO 
YOU MENTION || 
MR. KIEMAN? |} 


CAN'T BLAME 


ME FOR FEELING |p 


THREATENED, 


ANYWAY, HE'S 
FORMIDABLE, 
NO QUESTION. 


we au 
7 COMES DOWN \ 
TO THAT, \ 
WHAT WOULD 
You SAY TO) fh 
DROPPING 


Me 


eran 


Wes 
aS 


HE'S NOT 
AND ONE TO BE 
HE'S BEEN TRIPLED 
CHASING ME WITH. | 
OBSESSIVELY. / 


HE'S BURNED 
h| ME SEVERAL 
Nj, TIMES OVER. 


SIGNED THE DELTA 
MARKETPLACE 
CONTRACTS. 


He's 
TWO YEARS 
YOUNGER THAN 
ME, BUT HIS 
WITS AND DRIVE 
FOR WEALTH 
ARE ABOUT 
THE SAME 
AS MINE. 


HOLDS THEM 
ABOUT AS 
DEARLY AS 

I DO. 


HE DREAMS 
OF GETTING 
OUT OF THIS 
TALKS WITH , 
astraigut &| 
PACE OF GETTING 
THE NARWHAL 
AND USING 
THE MONEY TO 
HEAD SOUTH 
AND FOUND A 
GREAT TRADING 
COMPANY. =f 


“WITH YOu, 
I COULD 
OUTWIT THE 
OLD MEN!” 
HE YELLED. 


THEN HIT ME 
AND GRABBED 
MY SHOULDER, 


I turn around, and Suddenly we’re at Volume 9! 
Koume-(an'¢ Eve i$ So clever and Surprisingly 
adorable that She makes my heart beat faster! x 
can’t take my eyes off the Story. Hang iv there! 


KARE 


GUNA HASEKURA 


Congratulations on Volume 
9 going on (ale! Now that 
Eve's finally Shown up; 
I'm more Sucked into the 
Story than ever before. 
I can’t wait to See how 
the manga version of 
the Story takes Shape. 


SPICE & WOLF ® 


IsuNA HASEKURA 


Keiro KoumMeE 
CHARACTER DESIGN: 
Jyuu AyakuRaA 
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